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7. REGULATIONS AND ADVISORIES

The international, national, and state regulations and guidelines regarding xylene in air, water, and

other media are summarized in Table 7-l. ATSDR has derived acute, intermediate and chronic

duration inhalation MRLs of 1, 0.7 and 0.1 ppm for mixed xylene, respectively. Following oral

exposure, an acute MRL of 1 mg/kg/day for p-xylene, and intermediate MRLs of 0.2 and

0.6 mg/kg/day for mixed xylene and m-xylene have been derived. EPA (IRIS 1994) has derived an

oral reference dose (RfD) for xylene of 2 mg/kg/day with an uncertainty factor of 100, based on a

dose-related increase in mortality of male rats in a 2-year feeding study (NTP 1986). An inhalation

reference concentration (RfC) for xylene is under review by an EPA work group. Xylene is on the list

of chemicals appearing in “Toxic Chemicals Subject to Section 313 of the Emergency Planning and

Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986” (EPA 1987a).














